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Community Organizing
[bookmark: _GoBack]Community organization is the practice of coordinating cooperative efforts and campaigning conducted by local residents to promote their shared interests (Murugan, 2013). The process ought to include all members of the community and not just the individual participants. The availed videos such as Greening the Ghetto, Bill Moyers Journal: Santa Ana Health Crusade and Strong Threads: Stories of Justice from the Laotian Organizing Project provide a vivid picture of the process that is community organization.
It is worth noting that in each of the videos, community organization efforts are well recognized by local government and public health departments. Moreover, some are greatly rewarded. This is all in a bid to encourage community organization among individuals and groups. The Public health department usually notes the efforts that accrue to effective community organization. A representative of the department then decides to work with other community organization groups. This helps in spreading community organization as well as aiding in the work (Minkler, 2012). 
For effective community organization to be achieved, it is first essential that one wins the trust of the community he or she is to work with. Achieving effective community organization can be a huge challenge where individuals are uncooperative (Murugan, 2013). Thus, individuals have a major impact on the success of the process. Normally, one may be required to engage with society in community organization and thus convincing the whole society will be a necessity. This is so as to ensure that they obtain all the support needed. Gaining trust will be vital in ensuring the community organization process is effective. 
Analysis of the community’s needs and assets requires the identification of likely needs and resources within a community as well as the roles played by them. It is worth noting that numerous communities are recognized for their aspirations and weakness. It is vital that they are addressed.  However, it is very important to place emphasis on the strengths of a community. What the community already has should be well utilized to meet the needs of the community and improve the living conditions of the locals (Talwar, 2013). 
Assessment of a community aims at gaining knowledge on its needs and the impact on the residents (Talwar, 2013). For example, the presence of low high faculty graduation charges may mean that ways of maintaining young people in college ought to be thought of. Furthermore, the occurrence of pollution necessitates the introduction of environmental protection measures. Moreover, increase in crime may necessitate community policing. In some communities, the need to balance between competing interests may be an issue. For example, where pet owners and sports players may want to use the same park for their activities, a suitable compromise should be availed. Also, where senior citizens are living longer, it could be deduced that aid in paying for prescribed drugs may be needed. 
Noteworthy, some desires of a community may impact a large or small number of participants in the organization. The impact may be felt by individuals, families, companies and religious institutions. There is likely to be a greater need to fulfill desires that are common among most people (Murugan, 2013). At times, some needs may be common. Articulating a need as a challenge should be avoided as the result may be division within the community leading failure of cooperation within the community. 
A community may contain different assets which aid the economic growth and development of the area. They should be referred to as community resources which aid the sustainability of the community (DeRienzo, 2012). A community’s assets may be of different types. 
The asset may be an individual. Members of a community can be empowered to be of great aid to their communities by applying their competencies. It may be the firefighter responds swiftly to emergencies to ensure members are safe, the senior citizen who organizes neighborhood-board-games or the local policeman who patrols the area.
The asset may also be a place or physical structure (Talwar, 2013). It can be library, college, social hall or church. The structure or place may serve as a landmark or symbol. It can also be an empty room ideal for holding meetings or a public area such as a park.
The asset may also be community service facility that improves the livelihood of the dwellers (DeRienzo, 2012). It may be an education center, a public transportation system or a community recycling plant. 
The asset may also be an enterprise that provides employment to a large number of the dwellers of a community. It may be a company which creates jobs for people within the community. Thus, it is viewed as a source of livelihood.









Based on the assets likely to be present in the community, the asset map may be as follows: 
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Based on the needs likely to be present in the community, the needs map is could be as follows: 
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Unemployment                                                                                             Abandonment
Community needs map shape the perspectives of low-income communities. The map teaches outsiders of the community that the neighborhood is filled with deficiencies, needs and problems (Minkler, 2012). However, community assets aid in building a community and thus are essential in the empowerment of a community.
The community is well served with a public transport system making it more accessible to outsiders. The neighborhood is also served with recreational centers. This aids in the nurturing of talent especially among the youth. However, challenges such as rampant crime exist. Other social evils such as drug abuse can be prevalent as well. Accessibility to quality housing can also be a major challenge since the area is a low-income neighborhood.
The community is undergoing a number of health issues such as prevalence of HIV/AIDS. Effects of drug abuse among some residents is also another health problem. The community is served with healthcare facilities, thus it essential to ensure that community members suffering from HIV/AIDS, as well as drug addicts, get medical assistance. Furthermore, education on the harmful effects of drug abuse can be done at the recreational centers to obtain a wider audience (DeRienzo, 2012). Sensitization on the importance of safe sex should also be conducted. 
In summation, each member of a community is able to play a role in community organizations. Members can use their competencies and abilities to spread information about the community’s potential and aid the organizations in the day-to-day activities. Spreading information about the community’s assets and potential can be done by sending letters, making calls as well as passing out brochures on what the community has to offer. Everyone can be an asset to the community. This can be so if everyone puts his/her abilities to proper use.
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